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“The most wonderful work ever struck off at a given time by the brain and purpose of man."— William . Bladstone
"Let virtue, honor, the love of liberty...be...the soul of this constitution,
and it will become the source of great and extensive happiness to this and future generations.
Vice, ignorance, and want of vigilance, will be the only enemies able to destroy it."— John Jay

"In New England every citizen...is taught...his religion, the history of his country,
and the leading features of its Constitution.
it is extremely rare to find a man imperfectly acquinted with all these things,
and a person wholly ignorant of them is phenonomenon."— Alexis de Tocqueville, 1830

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

We the people of the United States, in order to <
form a more perfect union,
establish justice,
ensure domestic tranquillity,
provide for the common defense,
promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity,
do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.
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the talents, knowledge, disinterestedness, and patri

embly more respectable for
otism of those who compose it."—G.K. Otto, French Charge d'Affaires, Philadelphia, 1787
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Congress, meeting in New York City, reluctantly agreed to the Annapolis proposal.
It called for a Federal Convention in

Philadelphia on May 14, 1787—but carefully
stated that the meeting was "for the sole..purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation.”
Now—uwould the states agree to send delegates? Those undecided did so when they

learned that George Washington would be a delegate, for the whole country trusted the beloved
Revolutionary War hero. The Pennsylvania Herald wrote: "If the plan is not a good one, it is impossible

that either General Washington or Dr. Franklin would have recommended it." So it seemed to all
the states except Rhode Island, which—protective of its state's rights—refused to participate.

And so, 12 states sent 55 delegates to meet at Philadelphia's State House, now called Independence Hall,
where eleven years earlier, in 1776, the Declaration of Independence had been adopted. Disregarding Congress' mandate to
preserve the old, they "brought forth on thi

, s continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal." (Abraham Lincoln) They emerged, after four months, with the framework for a
federal republic of, by, and for the

' people: 39 of the Framers signed the Constitution of the United States
"to secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our Posterity."

WHO WERE THESE FRAMERS—THESE EXTRAORDINARY MEN OF REASON AND CREATIVITY?

- ‘
THE 39 SIGNERS OF THE
RK CONSTITUTION
OF THE UNITED STATES

NEW HAMPSHIRE: John Langdon, Nicholas 6ilman

J

MASSACHUSETTS: Nathaniel Gorham, Rufus King
c—R.1. CONNECTICUT: William Samuel Johnson, Roger Sherman

NEW YORK: Alexander Hamilton

NEW JERSEY: William Livingston, David Brearley,
Wiilliam Paterson, Jonathan Dayton

/ PENNSYLVANIA: Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Mifflin, Robert Morris, feorge
Clymer, Thomas FitzSimons, Jared Ingersoll, James Wilson, Gouverneur Morris

DELAWARE: George Read, Gunning Bedford, Jr., John Dickinson, Richard Bassett, Jacob Broom
MARYLAND: James McHenry, Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Daniel Carroll
YIRGINIA: George Washington (president of the convention) Jam_ez_lﬁ@n, John Blair
NORTH CAROLINA: William Blount, Richard Dobbs Spaight, Hugh Williamson

SOUTH CAROLINA: John Rutledge, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Charles Pinkney, Pierce Butler
GEORGIA: William Few, Abraham Baldwin
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65 —="THE GREAT LITTLE MADISON": FATHER OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION, 1751-1836

"Knowledge will forever govern ignorance; and a people who mean to be their own governors must arm themselves with the power which knowledge gives."
I ﬁz 1751 1836 — James Madison 200.0
S
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Yirginia delegate James Jemmy Madison )
arrived at the convention eleven days early, armed with a plan of action.
Madison—a 36-year-old bachelor, shy, short (5'6"), soft-spoken, frail, and scholarly—
was a man among men. Described by a contemporary as "no bigger than half a piece of soap,"
 he nevertheless would emerge the clear leader of the 1787 Constitutional Convention,
~ earning the title, Father of the United States Constitution.

Born in 1751 in Port Conway, Virginia, the eldest of 12 children, Madison
grew up near Orange on his family's beautiful Virginia plantation Montpelier, which he
later inherited. He studied at home with tutors, earned a degree in philosophy at Princeton in 1771,
and then became a life-long statesman. He represented Virginia in the state assembly (1776-77)—
where he and Thomas Jefferson began a 50-year friendship— the Confederation Congress
(1780-83), and the U.S. Congress 2I790-94). He served his country as secretary of state
(1801-09) and president (1809-17). No wonder Dolley Madison, the vivacious
Philadelphian he married in 1794, called him "the great little Madison."

After analyzing ancient and modern
governments, Madison outlined their keys to
success and failure in a 41-page booklet.

Madison had spent a year

studying for the 1787 Convention,
motivated by a burning question:

"How could the country have a %’:::*
strong national government o
without taking freedom from
the people?”

He read more than 200 books
on history and philosophy
(Aristotle,e;/oltaire, Montesquieu,
Locke, Hume), many sent from A
france by his close friend Thomas.__—;-L-
Jefferson, who served as Minister .
to France from 1785 to 1789.

WOW! THE BOOKS
| ORDERED ARE WERE!

OVER 2,000 YEARS AGO, DEMO(RACY
REIGNED IN THE GREEX CITY STATES
AND THE ROMAN REPUBLIC.
MADISON TRIED TO UNDERSTAND
WHAT THESE GOVERNMENTS
DID R\(ﬂ—...

Finally, Madison created a 15-point plan of government. Arriving early in
Philadelphia, he presented it to the other Virginia delegates, including Governor
Edmund Randolph and George Washington, for their suggestions and endorsement.

HERE'S THE IDEAs INSTEAD OF A CONFEDERATION
GOVERNMENT — A LEAGUE OF SOVEREIGN STATES,
WHAT ABOUT A FEDERAL GOVERMMENT — A
UNION THAT DIVIDES POWERS BETWEEN A
STRONG NATIONAL GOYERNMENT AND
THE STATES? ~
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The 15-point /% WHo's THAT?
“Yirginia Plan" W
would provide

the agenda
for the entire
proceedings
of the
Convention
and,
modified by
important
compromises,

/7,__\\
become the blueprint for T


































