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126 A PEOPLE’S HISTORY OF THE UNIT
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Jackson was a land speculator, merchant, slave trader, and the most
aggressive enemy of the Indians in early American history. He became a
hero of the War of 1812, which was not (as usually depicted in American
textbooks) just a war against England for survival, but a war for the
expansion of the new nation, into Florida, into Canada, into Indian ter-
ritory.

Tecumseh, a Shawnee chief and noted orator, tried to unite the
Indians against the white invasion:

The way, and the only way, to check and to stop this evil, is for all the
Redmen to unite in claiming a common and equal right in the land, as it was
at first and should be vet; for it was never divided, but belongs to all for the
use of each. That no part has a right to sell, even to each other, much less to
strangers—those who want all and will not do with less.

Angered when fellow Indians were induced to cede a great tract of land
to the United States government, Tecumseh organized in 1811 an
Indian gathering of five thousand, on the bank of the Tallapoosa River in
Alabama, and told them: “Let the white race perish. They seize your
land; they corrupt your women, they trample on the ashes of your dead!
Back whence they came, upon a trail of blood, they must be driven.”
The Creeks, who occupied most of Georgia, Alabama, and
Mississippi, were divided among themselves. Some were willing to
adopt the civilization of the white man in order to live in peace. Others,
insisting on their land and their culture, were called “Red Sticks.” The
Red Sticks in 1813 massacred 250 people at Fort Mims, whereupon
Jackson’s troops burned down a Creek village, killing men, women, chil-
dren. Jackson established the tactic of promising rewards in land and
plunder: “. . . if either party, cherokees, friendly creeks, or whites, takes
property of the Red Sticks, the property belongs to those who take it.”
Not all his enlisted men were enthusiastic for the fighting. There
were mutinies; the men were hungry, their enlistment terms were up,
they were tired of fighting and wanted to go home. Jackson wrote to his
wife about “the once brave and patriotic volunteers . . . sunk . . . to mere
whining, complaining, seditioners and mutineers. . . .” When a seven-
teen-year-old soldier who had refused to clean up his food, and threat-
ened his officer with a gun, was sentenced to death by a court-martial,
Jackson turned down a plea for commutation of sentence and ordered the
execution to proceed. He then walked out of earshot of the firing squad.
Jackson became a national hero when in 1814 he fought the Battle of
Horseshoe Bend against a thousand Creeks and killed eight hundred of








































