SecTiON 10

PRESIDENTS AND POLITICS
1876-1900

The first national poltical parties date back to 1792.
Today’s major parties, however, started later—
the Democratic Party began in 1828;
the Republican Party began in 1854.

Major political parties seemed out of touch with the problems of industrialization,
thus giving rise to radical third party movements.
The Populist party, formed in 1892 by farmers who felt left behind by industrialization,
made a strong showing in the 1890s, as did the Socialist party in the early 1900s.

In 1880 Thomas Nast, cartoonist for the Harper’s Weekly,
created the donkey and elephant as cartoon symbols representing the
Democratic and Republican parties. They continue to be used today as party symbols.
Thomas Nast also created Uncle Sam.

DEMOCRATIC PARTY REPUBLICAN PARTY
1828 1854
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s Chapter-10—-1- % -THE WHITEHOUSE: HAYS TO McKINLEY, 1877-1901

The Republican party dominated the White House during the Gilded Age. Five of the presidents elected between 1877
and 1900 were Republicans. Grover Cleveland, the only Democrat, had a split term. He won elections in 1884 and 1892,
National political contests, however, were close. None of the presidents won a majority of the popular vote, and neither of
the parties controlled the executive and legislative branches simultaneously. Four of the presidents were from Ohio.

Career

" Civil War

Birthplace, Education
- Military Service |

| Marriage, Home |
b. Delaware, Ohio

PRESIDENTS,
_ Vice Presidents

Party

Kenyon College | Brevet major Lawyer, City Solicitor,
Harvard Law general, Cincinnati

m. Lucy Webb, School Union Army Congressman, U.S. House of

1877-1881 i
Reoublic 1852: 8 children graduate Representatives, e. 1864
Republican Governor of Ohio, e. 1867
RUTHERFORD B. HAYES Cincinnati, Ohio President of the U.S., e. 1876

William A. Wheeler

b. Orange, Ohio Geauga Academy| Major general, Profes§or and President,
Hiram COllch Union Ar[ny Williams COUﬁgC
Congressman, U.S. House of

1881-1881 m. Lucretia Williams College :
Republican | Rudolph, 1858, graduate RCPrCSCI}t?‘KXVCS’
I 7 children e. 1862; served 9 terms
President of the U.S., ¢. 1880
JAMES A. GARFIELD Cleveland. Ohio Assassinated in office, 1881
Chester A. Arthur ’ '
b.Fairfield, Vermont| Union College | None Lawyer
graduate Inspector general of the New
Republican | ™ Ellen Herndon, York militia
epublican | 659 3 hildren Collector of the Port of New
York, appointed 1871
New York City, NY President of the U.S., ¢. 1881
(no Vice President)
b. Caldwell, Atrended schools| Did not serve. Lawyer
New Jersey in Fayerreville Paid a substitute | Sheriff, Erie Co., NY

and Clinton, to take his place | Mavor of Bufl
! { yor of Buffalo, NY, ¢. 1881
Democrat | oy Prances Folsom, NY, until age 14.] in order to help Governor of N, c. 1882

. ildren | Studi t hi
1880; 5 children Clt:rklic:li 11:: asa fggglocl; ;riii President of the U.S., e. 1884
and 1892

GROVER CLEVELAND Buffalo, New York | ©ffice siblings.
Thomas A. Hendricks

1885-1889

b. North Bend, Farmers’ College | Brigadier general, | Lawyer

Ohio Miami University Union Army City Attorney, Indianapolis
1889-1893 Renublic graduate Reporter of State Supreme Ct.
cpublican b Caroline Scortt, President of the U.S., e. 1888

1853; 2 children

BENJAMIN HARRISON

Levi Morton Indianapolis, IN

(see above) (see above) (see above) Lawyer

Sheriff, Erie Co., NY

Mayor of Buffalo, NY, e. 1881
Governor of NY, e. 1882

President of the U.S., . 1884
GROVER CLEVELAND o 1899
Adlai Stevenson

1893-1897 |
Democrat

) . Allegheny College| Brevet major. Lawyer
b. Niles, Oh ghen) ge| Brevet major, Yy
e © (attended briefly Union Army Congressman, U.S. House of

1897-1901

before illlness | Served under Representatives,
Republican | m- Ida Saxton, forced his Rutherford B. e. 1876; served 7 terms
18715 2 children departure) Hayes. Governor of Ohio, e. 1891

WILLIAM MCKINLEY Canton, Ohio President of the U.S., e. 1896

Theodore Roosevelt
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