SEcTION 16

WOODROW WILSON:

AN IDEALIST PRESIDENT
1913-1921

“It is not men that interest or disturb me primarily; it is ideas. Ideas live; men die.

—Woodrow Wilson

“Three qualities of greatness stand out in Woodrow Wilson.
He was a man of staunch morals. He was more than just an idealist;
he was the personification of the heritage of idealism of the American people.
He brought spiritual concepts to the peace table.
He was a born crusader.”
~Herbert Hoover

“For Heaven’s sake never allude to Wilson as an idealist. .. He hasn’t a touch of idealism in him.
His advocacy of the League of Nations no more represents idealism
on his part than his advocacy of peace without victory....
He is a silly doctrinaire at times and an utterly selfish
and cold-blooded politician always.”
—Theodore Roosevelt

“He thinks he is another Jesus Christ come upon the earth to reform men.”
—French President Georges Clemenceau, 1919
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16-1 % WHO WAS WOODROW WILSON?

“I wish there were some great orator who could go about and make men drunk with this spirit of self-sacrifice. ..
whose tongue might every day carry abroad the golden accents of that creative age in which we were born as a nation.”
—Woodrow Wilson

Woodrow Wilson brought to the presidency a national reputation
as educator and scholar, a confidence in the power of ideas, and little
political experience.

He also brought a view of the president as “Big Chief”—the
“only national voice in affairs.” He wrote soon after his election,
“the President must be prime minister, and he is the spokesman of the
Nation in everything.”
In philosophy, Wilson’s “New Freedom” campaign platform bespoke
a Jeffersonian liberal, committed to limited government. In practice,

~ . Wilson meant by New Freedom the use of federal power to restore
individualism and competition. '

THOMAS WOODROW WILSON

28th President, 1913-1921 Unlike Roosevelt’s “New Nationalism,” which regarded big business as
Political Party: Democratic inevitable and beneficial if regulated, Wilson regarded big business as
Vice president: Thomas R. Marshall ~ harmful and in need of dismantling,

Nickname: “Schoolmaster” In practicality, then, Wilson was a progressive Democrat.

5’11"—180 pounds What reforms would he pursue?

_ BIOGRAPHY AT A GLANCE: WOODROW WILSON, 1856.1924

BORN: December 28, 1856, in Staunton, Virginia
ADULT HOME: Princeton, New Jersey _
ANCESTRY: Scotch-Irish; father a Presbyterian minister
RELIGION: Presbyterian
EDUCATION:
Davidson College, 1873
Princeton University, 1875-1879; graduated 38th in a class of 167 students
University of Virginia Law School, attended 1879, 1880; dropped out for health reasons; admitted to the bar, 1882
Johns Hopkins University; in 1886 awarded Ph.D. in political science

FAMILY:
Married in 1885 to artist Ellen Louise Axson (1860-1914), who died of Bright’s disease in the White House

Three daughters: Margaret, Jessie, and Eleanor
Married in 1915 to Edith Bolling Galt (1872-1961) from 1915 to 1924

MILITARY SERVICE: None

PRE-PRESIDENTIAL CAREER:
Lawyer, 1883
Professor, 1885-1902; Bryn Mawr, Wesleyan University, Johns Hopkins University, Princeton University
President of Princeton University, 1902-1910
Governor of New Jersey, 1910-1913

BOOKS BY WILSON: George Washington (1896), A History of the American People (5 vols., 1902), Constitutional
Government in the United States (1908)
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