SECTION 12

THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR:
AMERICA BECOMES A WORLD POWER

“The Great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign Nations is in extending

our commercial relations to have with them as litde political connection as possible.”

—President George Washington, 1796

“The nation is made—its mode of action is determined. Where do we go from here?”

—Woodrow Wilson, 1897

“And so it has come to pass that in a few short months, we have become a world power....”
—President William McKinley, 1898

For a century American foreign policy reflected George Washington’s isolationist policy.
ry gn policy g policy.

As Americans approached the twentieth century, however, they became increasingly expansionist

and—as a result of the Spanish-American war—imperialistic. The result: a new role in world affairs.

(

THEODORE ROOSEVELT

—

ITIS A CONTEMPTIBLE THING FOR A NATION TO
RENDER ITSELF IMPOTENT IN INTERNATIONAL
ACTION, WHETHER BECAUSE OF COWARDICE OR

SLOTH, OR SHEER INABILITY OR UNWILLING-
NESS TO LOOK INTO THE FUTURE.
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Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 1897-1898
Governor of New York, 1899-1901

Vice president of the U.S., 1901-1901
President of the U.S., 1901-1909
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12-1 * TERRITORIAL EXPANSION OF THE UNITED STATES, 1783-1917

CONTINENTAL EXPANSION

1783—Victorious in the War of Independence, the 13 original colonies

won from England land stretching from the

BRITISH CESSION
Appalachian Mountains to the Mississippi River.

1803—The $15,000,000 purchase of the Louisiana
Territory from France, arranged by Thomas
Jefferson, doubled the size of the United States.

1818~Great Britain ceded disputed land to the U.S. VIRGINIA

1819—The Adams-Onis Treaty provided for the 1ot
$5,000,000 puichase of Florida from Spain. ,, ;

1842—Great Britain again ceded disputed land to the U.S. TﬁxAS» ;

184 5—Texas, having won independence from Mexico GADSDEN \  ANNEXATION ‘

in 1836, was annexed to the United States. PURCHASE y ; E. FL:)R\DA
1846—The Oregon Country was acquired by a treaty 1853 W,J%)O_%DA \ 1819

with Great Brirtain.

1848—The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ending the Mexican War

provided for the United States to pay Mexico $20,000,000 for the E“E ALASKA PUECHA_?;R
.. . . . 15 A GAIN, SENA .
territories of New Mexico and California. ._S__..;’éf__i--—.

1853—The $5,000,000 Gadsden Purchase of land from Mexico
completed the continental borders of the United States.

1867—Alaska Purchase, $7,000,000 (49th state, 1959)

With the completion of its continental borders in 1853, the United States

showed little interest in territorial expansion. Indeed, when Secretary of

State William Seward excitedly proposed buying Alaska from Russia,
United States Senators turned a deaf ear. They derided Alaska’s “frozen
wasteland” as Seward’s Icebox. When by a narrow margin the Senate
agreed to the purchase treaty, some called it Seward’s Folly.

'OVERSEAS EXPANSION

1867—MIDWAY ISLANDS. Discovered by U.S. in 1859. Annexed in 1867.
1898—HAWAIIAN ISLANDS (50th state, 1959)

On July 7th the United States annexed the Hawaiian Islands at the request of the Republic of Hawaii.
1898—PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, PUERTO RICO, GUAM.

In 1898, the United States acquired these possessions from Spain

in the Spanish-American War. A
. . . sl i 3
The United States paid Spain -~ > Y

$20 million for the Philippine
Islands and in 1946 granted &

their independence.
Harbor

1899—SAMOA. Acquired by

. . Lanai
treaty with Great Britain, Germany.
1899—WAKE ISLAND. : :
Annexed in 1899. 4% HAWAIIAN ISLANDS
1901—CUBA. Platt Amendment to Cuban constitution | ;f:

made Cuba a U.S. protectorate. It was abrogated in 1934.
1917—VIRGIN ISLANDS. Purchased from Denmark.
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