Remember the POPULISTS?79??
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The Progressive Era

Reform shifts from the farm to the
city and climbs the ladder of
government from the local to the state
and then to the national level.
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Roots of Reform Goals/Beliets Key Writers Key Leaders/
Groups
* Populism * Social. morat, * Henry George * Uniens
* Prohibition political, and ¢ Ldward Beltamy * Socialisty
* Social gospel economic * Upton Sinclair » Nationat
and settiement. reforms * Lincoln Steffens Consumers’
house * More power Lo * ida Tarbell League
movements citizens, not * Jane Addams
special interests * Florence Kelley
* Expanded * Mother jones
government role * Internationaf
* Less corrupt Workers of the
more efficient World (IWW)
government

Features of Progressive Reform

+ Desire to remedy problems
through government initiative

* Reliance on “experts™
-- Robert Lafollette’s “Wisconsin
Idea™

« Wanted reform not revolution

« Stressed the importance of
efficiency in reform
--Frederick W. Taylor

Features of Progressive Reform

(cont.)
* Want to bring order out of
chaos
--Creation of NCAA in
1910

--Federal Budget (1921)
Desire to make politics
more democratic

.

+ Desire to make
businessmen more
responsible for problems

Features of Progressive Reform
(cont.)

= Desire to make socicty
more moral and more just
+ Desire to distribute
income more equitably
+ Desire to broaden
opportunities for
individual advancement
Women were active in
progressivism
--Suffragettes like Susan
B. Anthony

.

Features of Progressive Reform
(cont.)

+ Infiltrated both
political partics
-- Republican
“insurgents”

» Middle-class reform
movement

Operated on all three
levels of government




INFLUENCES

+ THIRD POLITICAL PARTIES
- POPULISTS
- SOCIALISTS
- NATIONAL WOMEN'S
PARTY
«  ORGANIZATIONS
~ LABOR UNIONS
- UNIVERSITIES
SETTLEMENT HOUSES
+ MUCKRAKERS
+ GOVERNMENT
REFORMERS
= RELIGIOUS REFORMERS
» hitp//eollege. himco.com/history
/readerscomp/rcab/html/ah_071
S00_progressivis him
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Political Platform (national level)

» Graduated Income Tax (16" Amendment 1913)
The Direct Primary

Initiative, Referendum and Recall

* The Secret Ballot

Campaign funding reform

Direct Election of Senators (17" Amendment
1913)

» Vote for Women
[Extension of Pendelton

g Full voling rights for
women, with effective date

Women voting in primaries
L 1 Women voting in presidential elections
i1 No voling by women
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Political Platform (local level)
* Innovative changes in city government
--city managers and commission model
*» Strong mayors and governors
- Robert LaFollette and WI. used the Wisconsin
System to decrease influence of Big Bidness.
— Hiram Johnson and CA. Hiram Johnson went
after the RR’s in Ca.
— Charles Evans Hughs and NY: regulated the
NY Gas and Insurance Co’s.
- And of course------ Teddy and NYC

Progressivism: Theodore Roosevelt

+ Great drive, energy and
exciting personality

« TR’s interests and carly
years

* NYC police commissioner

*+ Spanish-American War

experience

-- “Rough Riders”

Political Rise from NY

Governor to Vice-

President

.

The Problems of the 1890°s

¢+ Huge Gap between
rich and poor

= Tremendous economic
and political power of
the rich

* Wealthy were
insensitively flaunting
their wealth before a
poorer public

Problems of the 1890°s (cont.)

* Industrial workers
hideously poor, living
in squalor and
working in dangerous
conditions

» Jacob Riis” How the
Other Half Lives
(1890)

« Little concern for
Black America

Streams of Reform: SOCIAL

The "Social Gospel” movement
--Walter Rauschenbusch: Christianity and the Social

Crisis (1907)
Settlement House Workers
--Jane Addams, Hull House in Chicago (1889)
Americans of “Old Wealth”
Young, socially-conscious lawyers
— Louis Brandeis Muller v. Oregon
Investigative Journalists aka “Muckrakers”
- Lincoln Steffens,
- Ida Tarbell,
Upton Sinclair













