The Cold War

The Anxieties (and Stability) of a
Post-Atomic, Bi-Polar World of
Foreign Policy
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ORIGINS OF THE COLD WAR

= While being Allies
during WWII, the U.S.
and U.S.S.R. viewed
each other with
suspicion

+ Their political
differences created a
climate of icy tension
that plunged the two
countries into an era of
bitter rivalry known as
the Cold War
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globat affairs from 1945 until the
breakup of the USSR in 1991

POLITICAL DIFFERENCES

« At the heart of the tension
was a fundamental difference
in political systems

+ America= representative
democracy that has a
managed capitalist economic
system, free elections and
two competing political
parties

+ inthe U.S.S.R, the sole
political party ~the
Communists — established a
totalitarian regime with little
or no rights for the citizens.
Not really Communist.

Soviets viewed Marx, Engels and

Lenin as founders of Communism ___|
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Yalta and Potsdam were the the penultimate
of the wartime allied conferences. they dealt
mainly with the settlement of post-war
Europe.

Allegedly FDR was too ill to withstand Stalin's
demands, and his successor, Harry S Truman,
took a tougher line. By by the time of the
Potsdam Conference in July 1945, the West
had the bomb and were anxious to restrict
Russia.

* Inreality—what choice did FDR have?

SUSPICIONS DEVELOPED
DURING THE WAR

+ Even during the war, the two nations disagreed
on many issues

» The U.S. was furious that Soviet leader Joseph
Stalin had been an ally of Hitler for a time

+ Stalin was upset that the U.S. had kept its
development of the atomic bomb a secret

SOVIETS DOMINATE EASTERN
EUROPE

The Soviet Union
suffered an estimated
20 million WWii
deaths, half of whom
were civilian

As a result they felt
justified in their claim
to Eastern Europe
Furthermore, they felt
they needed Eastern
Europe as a buffer
against future German
aggression




STALIN INSTALLS PUPPET
GOVERNMENTS

« Stalin installed
“satellite” communist
governments in the
Eastern European
countries of Albania,
Bulgaria,
Czechosiovakia,
Hungary, Romania,
Yugoslavia and East
Germany

* This after promising
“free elections” for

Ina 1946 speech Stalin said communsm  Eactern Europe at the
nd capitali incompatible —
: anul'i:r“::‘ was inevitable and Yaita Conference

CHURCHILL: “IRON CURTAIN”
ACROSS EUROPE

« Europe was now divided
into two political regions; a
mostly democratic
Western Europe and a
communist Eastern Europe

+ In a 1946 speech, Churchill
said, “An iron curtain has
descended across the
continent”

+ The phrase “iron curtain”
came to stand for the
division of Europe

The Origins of the Cold War

» Delay in opening a 2nd front in Europe
+ Yalta and the end of WW i

» Potsdam and the Iron Curtain

» Germany and Berlin Crisis

+ Secrecy surrounding the Bomb

+ Containment and the Truman Doctrine
» NATO and the Marshall Plan

» Usefulness of a Red Scare at Home

» Proxy Wars (if you can get some other country to
fight your war—why not do it??? (except Korea

» US vs. THEM program engrained in humans

Background and the Presidency
of Harry Truman

» Cold War is the central
fact of U.S. diplomacy
from 1945-1990

« Pre-war and WWil
tension with the Soviets

= Truman's background

STHRY Al + Truman did not cause the
Cold War, but his policies
WitH and attitudes contributed
Vi « Truman is counseled to
' get tough with the Soviets

Aban Azehod

Presidency of Harry Truman
(cont.)

» Truman ends Lend-Lease
to USSR and stalls loan
request

» Truman “chews out”
Soviet ambassador

« Stalin’s paranoia (to
some extent justified)
contributed to the Cold
War

« Stalin wants “Buffer
Zones” in Eastern Europe

Possible American Responses to
the Cold War Tension

» Traditional Isolation
» Cooperate with the
Soviets
~-Henry Wallace
« Turn the Cold War into a
Hot War
+ “Containment”
- George Kennan
~ Only planned for EUROPE
— “Long Telegram”
(February, 1946}

~ Containment hard to
contain






















