The Civil % Movement

There were two phases to the Civil
Rights movement: one phase between
1945-1965 and the other after 1965.

I. Why Did the Civil Rights
Movement Take Off After 19457

+ Black equality became a significant political issue
for the Democratic Party

WWII had been fought against racism abroad—
hard to keep harboring it at home

» Black veterans came home dedicated to change
Increasing number of White Americans
condemned segregation

Discrimination in the United States hurt our
propaganda battle against the Communists

.

II. The Truman Years

Truman’s 1948 election
year agenda

No significant Civil
Rights congressional
legislation

Truman moves on his own
to do what he can for Civil
Rights

--Desegregation of the
military (1948)

Jackie Robinson’s
breakthrough (1947)

II. The Truman Years (cont.)

+ Split at the 1948
Democratic convention

+ Energized Truman hits the
campaign trail hard

* Republican Dewey runs a
boring, conservative
campaign

« Truman’s stunning
election

* Truman’s “Fair Deal™
(1949)

[II. The Battle in the Courts

.

.

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)
-- “separate but equal”
facilities = legal

Smrith v. Allwright (1944)
First attack = “'separate is
not equal”

Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka,
Kansas (1954)

-- Chief Justice Earl
Warren

1II. Battle in the Courts (cont.)

+ Eisenhower disapproves
of Brown decision

* Desegregation “with all
deliberate speed™

+ Other Warren Court Civil
Rights decisions

* Popular opposition to the
Brown decision

+ No real progress on
desegregation at first
















