“Conservatism, Complacency,
and Contentment”

oR.

“Anxiety, Alienation, and
Social Unrest” ??

Class Discussion Thought:

The postwar era witnessed
tremendous economic growth and rising
social contentment and conformity. Vet in
the midst of such increasing affluence and
comfortable domesticity, social critics
expressed a growing sense of unease with
American culture in the 1950s.

Assess the validity of the above
statement and explain how the decade of
the 1950s laid the groundwork for the
social and political turbulence of the
1960s.

Baby Boom

It seems to me that every other young
housewife I see is pregnant.
-- British visitor to America, 1958
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1957 > 1 baby born every 7 seconds

Baby Boom

Dr. Benjamin Spoc|
and the Anderson
Quintuplets

Suburban Living

Levittown, L. I.: “The American Dream"

1949 > William Levitt produced
150 houses per week.
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$7.990 or $60/month with no down payment.

Suburban Living:

The New “American Dream”

- 1 story high

+ 12'x19’ living room
+ 2 bedrooms

+ tiled bathroom

* garage

- small backyard

+ front fawn “opimE’
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By 1960 > 1/3 of the U. S. population in
the suburbs.




Suburban Living

SHIFTS IN POPULATION

DISTRIBUTION,
1940-1970
1940 1950 1960 1970
Central Cities 31.6% 32.3% 32.6% 32.0%
Suburbs 19.5% 23.8% 30.7% 41.6%
Rural Areas/ 48.9% 43.9% 36.7% 26.4%

Small Towns

U. S. Bureau of the Census.

Consumerism

1950 - Introduction of the Diner's Card

Connemer Cradit, 19
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All babies were potential consumers who
spearheaded a brand-new market for food,
clothing, and shelter.

-- Life Magazine (May, 1958)

A Changing \Vorkplace

Automation:

1947-1957 > factory workers decreased by
4.3%, eliminating 1.5 million
blue-collar jobs.

By 1956 -> more white-collar than blue-collar
jobs in the U. S.

Computers > Mark I (1944). First IBM
mainframe computer (1951).

Corporate Consolidation:

By 1960 - 600 corporations (1/2% of all
U. S. companies) accounted for
53% of total corporate income.

WHY?? Cold War military buildup.
Ike warns about “Military Industrial Complex”

Suburban Living:
The Typical TV Suburban Families

The Donna

Reed Show Leave It
1958-1966 to Beaver
¢ 1957-1963

The Ozzie & Harriet Show
1952-1966

Father Knows Best
1954-1958

Consumerism
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A Changing \Vorkplace

New Corporate Culture:
“The Company Man"

1956 -> Sloan Wilson's The Man in
the Gray Flannel Suit

e Ma
GRay Fivagz St
















