UNIT EIGHT: 1920 TO 1940

Major Themes and ldeas

The Twenties

1. Harding and the twenties as the end of Progres-
sivism
2. What aspects of Progressivism survived into the
twenties?
3. Were the twenties “golden” for agriculture,
labor, and business?
4. Coolidge’s quote in regard to unicn-business
relations: “The man who builds a factory builds
a temple; the man who works there worships
there.”
5 The twenties as an age of nonconformity: blacks,
feminists, literary criticism, sexual customs
6. The twenties: an assault by rural and small-town
America against urban America
7. The dark side of the twenties: immigration, KKK,
Scopes, prohibition
8. Alienation as a literary theme in the twenties
9. The twenties as an era of transition
10. Individuals that best exemplify the twenties
11. The issues and results of the presidential elec-
tions of 1920, 1924, and 1928
12. Causes of the Great Depression
13. Compare the criticisms of American society writ-
ers made in the twenties with those made in the
thirties.
The Thirties
1. Compare Hoover’s and Roosevelt’s response 10
the Depression.
2. Compare the role of the federal government in
the economies of the twenties and thirties.
3. The twenties were pro-business; the thirties were

anti-business.
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Compare Progressivism and the New Deal.

Compare and contrast the first and second New
Deals.

Relate aspects of the New Deal to previous
reform movements in regard to antimonopoly,
labor, banking, agriculture, taxation, and relief.

The New Deal was revolutionary.
The New Deal was a conservative program.

The New Deal helped the rich more than the
needy.

Successes and failures of the New Deal
Supreme Court and the New Deal

Impact of the Depression on segments of the
economy: corporations, workers, farmers, middle
class, and so on.

Impact of various New Deal programs and agen-
cies on American society

Rise of the welfare state

Countervailing powers theory: Big government
and big labor checked big business.

Explain the critics: Townsend, Coughlin, Long,
leftists, conservatives.

What ended the reform effort by the late 1930s?

Reform would have come without a depression
because reform in American history is the peri-
odic readjustment of aspects of the economy.

Compare the labor movement of the 1930s with
the labor movement of the late nineteenth cen-
tury.

Why did the Socialist Party fail to become a
serious factor in American politics?




Unit Eight: 1920-1940 I

Major Terms and Concepts

The Twenties Cecil B. de Mille

election of 1920: candidates, issues, vice- The Jazz Singer

presidential candidates Rudolph Valentino, Charlie Chaplin
Normalcy new woman, flappers

Esch-Cummins Transportation Act Harlem Renaissance, Langston Hughes
Harding scandals: Charles Forbes, Harry James Weldon Johnson

Daugherty, Secretary of Interior Fall, Teapot
Dome, Harry Sinclair

Harding’s death, Coolidge takes over

Marcus Garvey, Universal Negro Improvement
Association
Charles Lindbergh, Spirit of St. Louis

Bureau of the Budget
Babe Ruth, Jack Dempsey

Secretary of Treasury Mellon, tax cuts
Senator George Norris, Muscle Shoals

election of 1924: candidates, Robert La Follette,
Progressive Party

Foreign Policy
Twenty-One Demands

McNary-Haugen Bill, vetoes Lansing-Ishii Agreement
Federal Farm Board Versailles Treaty
Washington Disarmament Conference

election of 1928: candidates, personalities, back-
grounds
Bruce Barton, The Man Nobody Knows, 1925

H. L. Mencken, editor of the magazine, The
American Mercury

Five Power Treaty, Four Power Treaty, Nine
Power Treaty

5-5-3-1.75-1.75 ratio
World Court

“the Lost Generation” reparations

F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatshy Dawes Plan, Young Plan

Sinclair Lewis, Main Street, Babbitt Kellogg-Briand Treaty

Theodore Dreiser, An American Tragedy
Hoover Administration

Ernest Hemingway, A Farewell to Arms
causes of the Depression

T.S. Eliot, The Waste Land
Depression as an international event

Fordney-McCumber Tariff, 1922
Hawley-Smoot Tariff, 1930

Sigmund Freud’s theories

KDKA, Pittsburgh

Prohibition, Volstead Act, Al Capone
KKK

fundamentalists

Immigration Acts, 1921, 1924, quota system

Reconstruction Finance Corporation, RFC
Bonus Army

“Hooverville”

Sacco and Vanzetti case Clark Memorandum

Leopold and Loeb case London Naval Conference

Billy Sunday

Scopes trial, Clarence Darrow, William Jennings
Bryan

Henry Ford, the Model T, Alfred P. Sloan Ambassador Morrow

Hoover Moratorium, 1931
Manchuria, Hoover-Stimson Doctrine

Mexico’s nationalization of oil



BEETE  Ap UNITED STATESHISTORY

Good Neighbor Policy
Norris—La Guardia (anti-injunction) Act, 1932

election of 1932: candidates, issues

Roosevelt and New Deal

Twentieth Amendment

Wickersham Comrmission

Twenty-first Amendment

“bank holiday”

Hundred Days

“relief, recovery, reform”

Brain Trust

Emergency Banking Relief Act, 1933
Glass-Steagall Banking Reform Act, 1933
Gold Clause Act, 1935

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)
National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA)

National Industrial Recovery Administration
(NRA), “The Blue Eagle,” Hugh Johnson

Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA), second
AAA, 1938

Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act,
1936

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)

Federal Emergency Relief Administration
(FERA)

Civil Works Administration (CWA)

Public Works Administration (PWA), Harold
Ickes

Works Progress Administration (WPA), Harry
Hopkins, Federal Arts Project

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation (HOLC)
Federal Housing Authority (FHA)
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)

Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), Senator
Norris

Rural Electrification Administration (REA)

National Youth Administration (NYA)
Indian Reorganization Act, 1934
recognition of the USSR, 1933

section 7a of the NRA

Wagner Act, 1935

National Labor Relations Board (NLRB)

Fair Labor Standards Act: maximum hours and
minimum wage

Congress of Industrial Organizations (C10), John
L. Lewis

sit down strikes

dust bowl, Okies, John Steinbeck, The Grapes
of Wrath

Frances Perkins, Secretary of Labor
Eleanor Roosevelt

Keynesian economics

deficit spending

monetary policy, fiscal policy
Revenue Act, 1935

Liberty League

coalition of the Democratic Party: blacks, unions,
intellectuals, big city machines, South

Huey Long, Share the Wealth, Gerald L.K. Smith
Father Charles Coughlin

Dr. Francis Townsend

election of 1936: candidates, issues
Literary Digest poll

second New Deal

Social Security Act

“court packing” proposal

Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes
“conservative coalition” in Congress
Robinson-Patman Act, 1936
Miller-Tydings Act, 1937

Hatch Act, 1939




Unit Eight: 1920-1940

Supreme Court Cases to Know

1. Adkins v. Children’s Hospital, 1923 (minimum
wage laws)

From the 1890s to the 1930s the Supreme Court frus-
trated congressional and state regulatory efforts. It
invalidated many acts under the freedom of contract
doctrine and the due process and equal protection
clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment. As the gov-
ernment for the District of Columbia, Congress passed
an act in 1918 creating a Minimum Wage Board, au-
thorized to establish minimum wages for women and
children working within the District of Columbia.
Several female employees at Children’s Hospital were
fired because the hospital did not want to pay the mini-
mum wage for these jobs. Their suit claimed that their
individual freedom of contract had been abridged; the
Court agreed, 5-3. “In making ... contracts, gener-
ally speaking, the parties have an equal right to ob-
tain from each other the best terms they can as the
result of private bargaining.... There is, of course, no
such thing as absolute freedom of contract. It is sub-
ject to a great variety of restraints. But freedom of
contract is, nevertheless, the general rule and restraint
the exception; and the exercise of legislative author-
ity to abridge it can be justified only by the existence
of exceptional circumstances.” Chief Justice Taft’s
dissent challenged the Court’s assumption of legisla-
tive powers.

2. Gitlow v. New York, 1925 (radicals and the First
Amendment)

This case involved the arrest of Benjamin Gitlow, an
official of the Communist Party, for the violation of
New York’s criminal anarchy law. The Court upheld
the conviction, 7-2. The real significance of the case
is that the majority asserted for the first time that the
guarantees in the Bill of Rights also apply to the states
because of the Fourteenth Amendment.

3. Schechter Poultry Corp. v. U.S., 1935 (consti-
tutionality of New Deal programs)

This “Sick Chicken Case” unanimously found the
National Industrial Recovery Act unconstitutional.
Under the act the NRA was directed to establish codes
for each industry in partnership with industries and
unions. If the industry did not establish its code, the
NRA could impose one. This last feature of the law
violated the Constitution because it granted legisla-
tive powers to the executive branch. The act also

exceeded the government’s interstate commerce au-
thority by attempting to regulate the killing of chick-
ens for market, which the Court found to be an
intrastate activity. Chief Justice Hughes rejected the
argument that a national emergency justified the NRA.
“Extraordinary conditions do not create or enlarge con-
stitutional power. The Constitution established a na-
tional government with powers deemed to be adequate,
as they have proved to be in war and peace, but these
powers of the national government are limited by the
constitutional grants. Those who act under these grants
are not at liberty to transcend the imposed limits
because they believe that more or different power is
necessary.”

4. U.S. v. Butler, 1936 (constitutionality of New
Deal programs)

This decision was the second to declare an important
New Deal program, in this case the Agricultural
Adjustment Act, unconstitutional. The law used the
federal government’s taxing power as a means to regu-
late production. As such, it exceeded the powers of
the federal government by invading state jurisdiction.
In this decision the court resurrected the doctrine of
“dual federalism,” the concept that the states and the
national government were equals, and that the Tenth
Amendment limited the delegated powers given to
Congress. In his dissent Justice Stone blasted the con-
servatives on the Court. “Courts are not the only
agency of government that must be assumed to have
capacity to govern.”

5. NLRB v. Jones and Laughlin Steel Cofp., 1937
(interstate commerce and control of labor)

Many students mistakenly believe that most bitter
strikes involve wage demands. The most disruptive
strikes have actually involved union recognition,
the industry’s acquiescence in the union’s right to rep-
resent the workers and to engage in collective
bargaining. The National Labor Relations Board was
established to supervise and conduct elections for
workers deciding upon union representation. In a 54
decision, the Court upheld the constitutionality of the
Wagner Act creating the NLRB. The Court broadly
defined commerce, asserting Congress’s right to
legislate broadly in the “stream of commerce” because
commerce was more than mere transportation.
“Although activities may be intrastate in character













