
European Exploration and Colonization 
from World Civilizations chapter 17 pp. 383-390 

 Key Terms 

 

Henry the Navigator 

Cape of Good Hope 

Vasco da Gama 

Christopher Columbus 

Dutch East India Company 

 

Answers to In Depth 

 

Causation and the West’s 

Expansion 

Big Picture 

Western expansion and eventual colonization had a profound 

impact on the West and the world.  One result was a gradual 

shift in the global balance of power from Asia to Europe.  A 

second result was the creation of a global system of exchange 

as the Americas were brought into the world system for the 

first time.  The creation of a global system of exchange will 

be a primary focus of this unit. 

Chapter Questions 
 

1. What technological developments contributed to the 

beginning of European exploration? 

 

2. Summarize the nature of Portuguese and Spanish 

exploration. 

 

3. How did northern European exploration differ from 

Portuguese and Spanish exploration?  How was it 

similar? 

 

Questions from Reading 

Document Analysis 

Objectives 

Students should be able to… 

• understand the impact of changes in trade, 

technology, and global interactions 

• analyze the role of exploration in the development of 

European empires 


