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Midterm Review: Major Questions

What are the major characteristics of hunter-gatherer societies, pastoral societies, and
civilization?

How did the development of agriculture and domesticated animals affect human societies?
What were the similarities between the ancient river valley civilizations? How was each
society unique?

Identify the major characteristics of the following belief systems: animism, Judaism,
Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism, Christianity, Hellenism, and Islam.
**Describe the major characteristics (political, economic, social, religious, and intellectual)
of the following classical empires: Han China, Ancient Greece, Roman Empire, and Maurya
and Gupta India.

What were the causes for the decline for each of the classical empires?

What was the impact of major trade routes during the classical period? What role did
pastoral nomads play?

What led to the expansion of Christianity, Buddhism, and Islam?

Explain the major characteristics of the Abbasid caliphate.

What were the accomplishments of the “Golden Age” of Islam?

What major goods and ideas were exchanged in the post-classical trade network?

What was the significance of the Bantu migrations on African society?

What were the basic characteristics of the Kingdom of Mali?

What was the cultural and religious importance of the Byzantine Empire? How did it
influence Kievan Russia?

Define manorialism and feudalism. What is the relationship between the two? What led to
the decline of feudalism and manorialism in Europe?

Compare the basic characteristics of the Aztecs and Incas. What accounts for the
similarities? Differences?

Explain the major ideas of Neo-Confucianism. How did Neo-Confucianism affect
Tang/Song China?

What were the basic characteristics of the Tang and Song dynasties?

Why was the economy during the Song dynasty often referred to the “Song industrial era?”
Identify the impact of Sinification on Japan, Korea, and Vietnam. In which ways did they
resist Sinification?

Explain the basic elements of Japanese feudalism. Compare Japanese feudalism to
European feudalism.

What led to the creation of the Mongol Empire?

What was the impact of the Mongol invasions on China, the Middle East, Russia, and
Western Europe?

What caused the Renaissance to begin in Italy?

What were the major ideas of the Renaissance? How did the Renaissance change Western
values and ideas?

Explain the basic ideas of the Reformation, Scientific Revolution, Commercial Revolution,
absolutism, and the Enlightenment. How did Europe change as a result?



