Atlantic Revolutions and Their Echoes
from Ways of the World chapter 17
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Chapter Overview
The eighteenth century marked the beginning of an intense
period of revolution and rebellion against existing
governments, and the establishment of new nation-states
around the world. Enlightenment thought and the resistance
of colonized peoples to imperial centers shaped this
revolutionary activity. These rebellions sometimes resulted
in the formation of new states and stimulated the
development of new ideologies. These new ideas in turn
further stimulated the revolutionary and anti-imperial
tendencies of this period.
Questions from Reading
Students must be able to:
• understand how the Enlightenment led to new political
ideas including natural rights and the social contract
• explain the causes and effects of the American, French,
Haitian, and Latin American revolutions
• analyze how the revolutions created new ideas including
liberalism, abolition movements, nationalism, and
feminism
Chapter Questions
1. How did the Enlightenment influence Atlantic
Revolutions?
2. Why was the American Revolution revolutionary? What
were the limits of the revolution?
3. What were the causes and effects of the French
Revolution?
4. What were the causes and effects of the Haitian
Revolution?

Document Analysis
“The Jamaica Letter” by Simon
Bolivar

5. What were the causes of Spanish American Revolutions?
What were the limits of Spanish American Revolutions?
6. What were the causes for the end of the slave trade?
7. What were the causes of the growth of nationalism as a
political force in the 19th century? What were the effects?
8. What were the achievements and limitations of feminism
in the 19th century?

