
India and the Indian Ocean Basin 
from Traditions and Encounters chapter 15; part I pp. 355-360 & 371-375; part II 360-370 

 Key Terms 

 

Part I 

Harsha 

Sultanate of Delhi 

Funan 

Angkor 

Melaka 

 

Part II 

monsoon system 

dhows 

junks 

specialized production 

Sufis 

Answers to In Depth 

None 

Big Picture 
The rise and spread of Islam and the development of the 

Indian Ocean trade network were perhaps two of the most 

significant events of the post-classical period.  Islam arrived 

in South and Southeast Asia primarily via conquest and 

trade.  The arrival of Islam brought political, social, and 

cultural changes to the people of these two regions.  Also 

during this period, new technological advances allowed 

trade to expand on the Indian Ocean.  The development of 

the Indian Ocean trade network facilitated the spread of 

culture and influenced the rise of new political states 

throughout the Indian Ocean basin. 

Chapter Questions 
 

Part I 

1. Summarize the political history of India from the fall of 

the Gupta until 1600 CE 

 

2. How did Islam spread to India?  What impact did it have 

on politics and society? 

 

3. How did arrival Indian and Islamic influences affect the 

political and cultural characteristics of Southeast Asia? 

 

Part II 

1. What factors led to increased production and trade in 

India? 

 

2. Explain the nature of trade in the Indian Ocean basin.  

**Use the Indian Ocean map to illustrate major trade 

routes, goods being traded, etc. 

 

3. Why was Islam popular among certain segments of the 

Indian population?  What was Hinduism’s response to 

the spread of Islam? 

 

4. How did Indian and Islamic society influence Southeast 

Asia? 

Document Analysis 

Cosmas Indicopleustes on Trade 

in Southern India 

Objectives 
Students should be able to: 

• evaluate the rise and role of Islam as a unifying 

cultural and economic force in Eurasia 

• explain the development and shifts in interregional 

trade, technology, and cultural exchange 

o Indian Ocean Trade 


